Stars In Your Eyes SPACE Style

Report by Annie Maguire

If you weren’t lucky enough to get a seat to last Fridays “Stars In Your Eyes” at SPACE Theatre in Episkopi then you missed a treat.  According to organiser Carole Cording, they could have filled the theatre twice over with people wanting tickets.  Unfortunately this contest can only ever be a One Night Only event.

Following the format of the TV series, hosts John Hall and Carole Cording introduced a short pre-recorded film in which the performer gave a brief personal account of themselves, along with a few clues as to who they were going to be.

First out through the star-studded glitter curtain and pyrotechnical smoke was Derek (Kav) Kavanagh portraying Tom Jones, complete with hairy chest, medallion and swivelling hips!  He certainly got into the part singing the classic Delilah.

Next up was Karen Mangan as Lulu singing “Shout”.  Wearing a retro black and white 60’s outfit complete with white boots she certainly looked and sounded the part and really got the crowd going.

Jon Jackson was next as Neil Diamond with “Sweet Caroline”, a song the audience were happy to join in with.  Jon admitted afterwards that although used to being on stage as an actor he was petrified of doing Stars – something he wouldn’t be in a rush to do again!

Rita Southgate proved she is indeed a real person and not just a name at the bottom of letters in the Lion newspaper!  Wearing red, white and blue and using an authentic looking 40’s microphone her rendition of  “We’ll Meet Again” as Vera Lynn was very well received with the audience cheering her on.

Last in the first half we had a real treat as John Storrie took to the stage as “Elvis Presley”.  In his white rhinestone covered outfit and Elvis wig he gave a very polished performance, gyrating his way through “Suspicious Minds” to the delight of the audience.

The second half opened with Graham (Coops) Cooper.  With newly bleached hair and leather outfit he performed a very energetic routine as Billy Idol singing “Rebel Yell”.

Following on was Christina Styles from Akrotiri, her normally dark hair covered in a blonde wig as she became LeAnn Rimes giving a superb performance of  “Can’t Fight The Moonlight”.

Next was the turn of Jon Burt also from Akrotiri who donned a pink feather-boa to become Jake Shears of  Scissor Sisters fame.  Jon engaged the audience right from the start singing Filthy Gorgeous – another great performance.

Lucy Wolstenholme showed what a versatile performer she is, after portraying Olivia Newton-John 12 months ago, she entered this year as Lily Allen giving an exceptional rendition of Smile.

Closing the show was Pete Fish as Dean Martin, with an extremely relaxed and polished performance of the classic ‘Little Old Wine Drinker Me’.

Whilst the audience votes were being counted, entertainment was provided by Dance Troupe “Coyote Lovelies” from Episkopi.  This extremely energetic group of ladies, who have only been together for three weeks, thrilled the crowd with their enthusiasm.

After a very close contest, Pete Fish as Dean Martin was declared the winner and on receiving his €500 prize money he promptly announced that he would be donating some of the proceeds to Help for Heroes – he in fact donated €400 to this worthy cause.  Well done Pete.

SPACE Theatre must be congratulated on an excellent evening – well presented and everything appeared to run like clockwork, front of house and bar staff very friendly.  They say Panto is next – I can’t wait!

